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 In survey, military personnel and family members in all 50 states, Washington, DC & Puerto Rico stated 

their core beliefs on how the U.S. Government should deal with core issues relating to taxes & spending. 

These results are a comparative analysis of the State of Texas and its’ survey participants responses in 

contrast to the overall survey group. 
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In survey, starting on October 19, 2011 and ending on November 9, 2011, 579 military 

personnel and family members in all 50 states, Washington, DC & Puerto Rico stated their core 

beliefs on how the U.S. Government should deal with such issues as: 

- Tax Cuts Decreasing Veterans’ Benefits 

- Tax Increases Resulting In Greater Veteran’s Benefits 

- Opinions On Use of Force in Foreign Policy 

- Programs That Should Be Targeted by Congress For Spending Cuts 

 

Participant Demographics Include: 

- Current Military Status 

- Disability Status 
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Tax Cuts Decreasing Veterans’ Benefits 

The overall survey participants overwhelming decried the loss of benefits from tax cuts; Texas was less 

enthusiastic with an additional 5.04% supporting tax cuts if they would result in decreased benefits. 

 

Tax Increases Resulting in Greater Veterans Benefits 

Overall survey participants were less vociferous in their support for raising taxes to increase Veterans 

Benefits. In Texas, they were 7.3% less likely to increase taxes for Veterans Benefits. 
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Opinions on Use of Force in Foreign Policy 

The overall survey participants varied in their responses to when to use the force of the United States 

military.  When given a choice of interventionism (1) and isolationism (5), they trended towards the 

middle ground. However, Texas leaned much more towards a hands-on foreign policy with an increased 

10.06% supporting interventionism and 12.65% less supporting isolationism compared to the national 

average. 

 

Programs That Should Be Targeted by Congress for Spending Cuts 

When asked to cut 20% of spending from an array of programs, Texas survey participants stated their 

top programs for cuts are (in descending order): Education, Corporate Subsidies, Arts spending, 

Pentagon spending, Welfare/Food Stamps, Medicare/Medicaid, Unemployment Benefits, Social Security 

and Veterans Affairs . 
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Survey Participant Information 

Current Military Status 

 

Disability Status 

Active NCO

Active Officer

Active Reserve

Family Member

Inactive Reserve

Other*

Retired NCO

Retired Officer

Spouse

Veteran

1.90%

0.52%

1.73%

2.76%

0.52%

2.25%

21.42%

5.18%

2.25%

61.49%

5.66%

0.00%

0.00%
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0.00%

1.89%
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5.66%

1.89%

66.04%
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Disability Status

Non-Disabled

Disabled
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About Benjamin Krause 

A former Senior Airman in the US Air Force, Benjamin Krause served with the Air Mobility Command in 

the Middle East (Desert Fox in Bahrain) and later with the USAF Special Operation Command in 

Mildenhall Great Britain where he participated in operations in Eastern Europe. 

 

As a veteran, Krause founded DisabledVeterans.org in 2010 after writing about veterans’ issues for 

years. He has successfully navigated the Department of Veteran’s Affairs Chapter 31 Vocational 

Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) program – twice. Krause completed an undergraduate degree in 

Economics from Northwestern University and he will graduate with a Juris Doctorate from the University 

of Minnesota Law School in 2013. He is actively involved in social media and can be reached both on 

Twitter (@benjaminkrause) and on Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/benjaminlkrause). For more 

information, please contact Benjamin Krause at 503-703-3454 or visit disabledveterans.org. 

 

 


